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Press Release 
THE ROF PERFORMS IN BEIJING 

Celebrating the 55th anniversary of relations  
between Italy and China 

 
The Rossini Opera Festival will bring a shortened version of Il barbiere di Siviglia to 
Beijing in concert form. The event will be held on Tuesday 3 February at 7.30 pm at 
the Concert Hall of the Forbidden City. The show is the highlight of the calendar of 
celebrations for the 55th anniversary of diplomatic relations between Italy and China. 
On the same day, an exhibition of works by Andrea Palladio and one dedicated to the 
excavations of the city of Pompeii will be inaugurated at the National Museum of 
China. On Sunday 1 February, the Festival will also present the programme for the 
2026 edition (11-23 August) at the Italian Cultural Institute in Beijing.  

Noris Borgogelli, who adapted and arranged the work for chamber orchestra, will be 
the narrator and conductor of the Soloists of the G. Rossini Symphony Orchestra. The 
cast includes Manuel Amati (Count Almaviva), Marta Pluda (Rosina) and Matteo 
Mancini (Figaro), former students of the Accademia Rossiniana “Alberto Zedda” who 
have now established themselves internationally. 

These are the words of Festival President Michele dall'Ongaro: "Accompanying Rossini 
around the world is a privilege, bringing him to China is a special privilege and a 
source of great pride for the ROF. The fascination exerted by the genius from Pesaro 
seems to know no bounds. Continuing the proselytising activity that the festival began 
almost 50 years ago is not only a mission but also a constant source of discovery. 
Among these discoveries are the young talents who are born and grow up as Rossini 
interpreters and develop their skills at our Academy, thanks also to special projects 
such as this almost pocket-sized Barbiere di Siviglia, which defies distance and time 
zones with its agility, reaching other cultures and a new audience that is 
extraordinarily curious and active, such as the one we find in China. It is therefore 
exciting for all of us to realise this project, and we would like to thank those who made 
it possible, in particular Ambassador Massimo Ambrosetti and the Director of the 
Italian Cultural Institute Federico Antonelli, who have enthusiastically embraced the 
cause of music that truly speaks to everyone and is for everyone'. 

Intendant Ernesto Palacio presents the concert as follows: 'The Festival's mission is to 
rediscover and spread Gioachino Rossini's repertoire throughout the world, from his 
most famous works to his rarest ones. Il barbiere di Siviglia is the most popular, and 
we will bring it to Beijing in an enjoyable abridged version for three voices and a 
chamber ensemble. The singers, young and talented, have all trained in Pesaro in 
Rossini singing, and the orchestra is the Sinfonica G. Rossini, which has been a guest 
at the Festival for over twenty years." 

 

Pesaro, 30 January 2026. 


