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ROSSINI OPERA FESTIVAL 2025 PRESENTATION:


THE STATEMENTS


The programme for the 46th edition of the Rossini Opera Festival was 
presented this afternoon in Rome, in the Nassirya Room of the Senate of the 
Republic, on the initiative of Senator Antonio De Poli, the Councillor for 
Culture of the Marche Region, Chiara Biondi, the President of the Rossini 
Opera Festival, Daniele Vimini, the President of the Fondazione Rossini Gianni 
Letta, the Intendant of the Rossini Opera Festival Ernesto Palacio, the Artistic 
Director Juan Diego Flórez, the Scientific Director of the Fondazione Rossini 
Ilaria Narici and the Directors Calixto Bieito and Rosetta Cucchi. The 
President of Impresa Cultura Italia Confcommercio, Carlo Fontana, paid 
tribute to Gianfranco Mariotti, the recently deceased creator and director of 
the Rossini Opera Festival until 2017.


Senator Antonio De Poli introduced the event as follows: “It is an honour to 
present to the Senate of the Republic the programme of the Rossini Opera 
Festival 2025. An event that represents absolute excellence in Italy and in the 
world. Because the Rossini Opera Festival has made the Marche Region and 
Pesaro one of the reference poles of world opera around the figure of 
Gioacchino Rossini, a universal monument of music and theatre. Thanks to 
their research and study work, unpublished operas have been performed and 
are now a permanent fixture in the repertoire of theatres all over the world. 
Their work makes it possible for so many young people to approach the world 
of opera and for so many talents to grow under the sign of excellence. 
Institutions have a duty to engage with such realities in order to preserve our 
national musical heritage and make it known to the widest possible audience”.


These are the words of the Regional Councillor Chiara Biondi: “I join in the 
condolences on the death of Gianfranco Mariotti, who founded the Rossini 
Opera Festival and then took it beyond the national borders. It is an event that 
celebrates the illustrious name of Gioachino Rossini in a land that lives from 
art and music, also through the memory and celebration of some of the 
outstanding personalities who lived it. The Marche Region cannot fail to be 
close to this institution, which contributes to the creation of a shared cultural 
heritage that involves the citizens, the institutions themselves and the 
sponsors, and which grows every year, welcoming tourists to the city of Pesaro 
and beyond. Important and attractive events like this have an important 
impact on the entire Marche region”.


Festival President Daniele Vimini said: “The Festival 2025 is the first 
appointment of a journey that projects us towards the objective of Pesaro 
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Urbino European Capital of Culture 2033. The Festival has always been the 
jewel in the crown of our city's cultural initiatives, and even more so this year, 
when it broke records in terms of attendance and media coverage on the 
occasion of its special year as Italian Capital of Culture. Its return to the city 
is a goal we have been working towards for some time and which will finally 
become a reality next summer”.


The President of the Fondazione Rossini, Gianni Letta, said: “The Rossini 
Opera Festival, together with the Fondazione Rossini, has been able to build 
the identity of a city around a composer of great prestige, promoting a 
passionate musical culture that has contributed to Pesaro becoming a 
UNESCO City of Creative Music. The aim of this collaborative work is to 
rediscover a forgotten Rossini and bring him back into the world's culture. The 
meticulous work of philological research carried out by the Foundation, 
combined with the great stage offered by the Rossini Opera Festival, 
represents a virtuous example of collaboration that deserves great praise”.


The President of Impresa Cultura Italia Confcommercio, Carlo Fontana, 
recalled the recent death of Gianfranco Mariotti, the Festival's founder and 
historic director: “Gianfranco Mariotti's passing is almost symbolic in these 
dark times for our world. The end of an ethical, creative vision of work for 
performance. Mariotti's legacy is extremely important: it reminds us, first and 
foremost, that the work of the cultural organiser only makes sense if it is 
entirely at the service of art and artists. And it is once again the affirmation of 
ethics, a concept that seems to be forgotten nowadays”.


ROF Intendant Ernesto Palacio explained the programme: “We will be staging 
a little-performed opera such as Zelmira, with the debut of director Calixto 
Bieito and the stage direction of Giacomo Sagripanti. Another new production 
is L'Italiana in Algeri, directed by Dmitry Korchak and conceived by Rosetta 
Cucchi. La cambiale di matrimonio, directed by Laurence Dale and conducted 
by Christopher Franklin, returns, as does Il viaggio a Reims, performed by the 
students of the Accademia Rossiniana 'Alberto Zedda'. Among the rarities are 
the three cantatas premiered in the critical edition of the Fondazione Rossini 
and the Messa per Rossini, composed at the time of his death by various 
composers, including Giuseppe Verdi. The vocal cast includes no less than 19 
former students of our Academy. Also noteworthy is the return to the Festival 
of the Orchestra of the Teatro Comunale di Bologna, which has been a pillar of 
the Festival for thirty years.


Artistic Director Juan Diego Flórez sent a video message: “I am sorry that I 
cannot be present to announce the full programme of the Festival, which we 
have prepared together with Superintendent Palacio. I would like to take this 
opportunity to pay tribute to Gianfranco Mariotti, to whom I owe so much, 
since it was he who, together with Luigi Ferrari, cast me in 1996 for Matilde di 
Shabran, the opera that launched my artistic career. Over the years our 
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friendship has blossomed and I have got to know this simple and generous 
man, proud of the undeniable success of ROF, his creation. Together with 
Ernesto Palacio, we continue to pursue his fundamental ideas about the ROF 
and Rossini”.


The Scientific Director of the Fondazione Rossini, Ilaria Narici, commented on 
the musicological rarities of the forthcoming Festival: “There are several 
reasons for the interest in this edition of the Rossini Opera Festival. In 
particular, the revival of Zelmira in the edition that Rossini published for Paris 
in 1826 and which is presented in the appendix of the critical edition of the 
Fondazione Rossini, edited by Helen Greenwald and Kathleen Hansell, La 
cambiale di matrimonio, performed for the first time on the ROF stage in the 
new critical edition by Eleonora di Cintio, and the three cantatas for solo voice, 
chorus and orchestra: Il pianto di Armonia sulla morte di Orfeo (1808), La morte 
di Didone (1811), Il pianto delle muse in morte di Lord Byron (1824), presented 
in the new critical edition edited by Marco Beghelli, Cecilia Nicolò and 
Eleonora di Cintio”.


Calixto Bieito sent a video message: “I am honoured to present a new 
production of Zelmira, a masterpiece by Rossini, which will also be the opera 
that opens the Festival on 10 August at the Auditorium Scavolini. I remember 
Alberto Zedda, who always encouraged me to stage Rossini's serious 
repertoire, and this year it will finally happen within the framework of his 
beloved Rossini Opera Festival”. 


These are the words of Rosetta Cucchi: “I think it is very easy to love Rossini, 
especially for someone like me who has always breathed him in since 
childhood. His music manages to find beauty in chaos, in an organised 
madness that not only characterises his musical technique but also becomes a 
way of conceiving theatre. We are therefore going to retell Rossini's 
masterpiece Italiana in Algeri, setting it in today's panorama, but in a fairytale 
atmosphere, far from realism, proposed in a comic and light style, with a 
touch of transgression”.


Pesaro, 10 dicembre 2024.
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